Co-localization of cart peptide immunoreactivity and nitric oxide synthase activity in rat hypothalamus.
Because of the reported presence of both CART peptide and NOS activity in the same hypothalamic nuclei, their colocalization was examined. Eighteen percent of the neurons in the supraoptic nuclei, and 16% of the neurons in the paraventricular nucleus contained both CART immunoreactivity and NOS activity. Many other neurons in these regions stained for only one marker although they were often close by. Thus, CART peptides and NO may interact in these regions.